
              THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

                               CHRISTMAS EVE 

  

December 24, 2022                                                        2:00 p.m. 

 

                          THE ORDER OF WORSHIP  
When the prelude begins, you may prepare yourself for worship through silent  

prayer and meditation.  "Be still and know that I am God." (Psalm 46:10) 
  

Prelude          “In A Lowly Manger Born”            David Cherwien                   

   

Greetings and Prayer Concerns 

  

*Call To Worship: 

One: Glory to God in the highest! 

All: And hope to every discouraged heart. 

One: Glory to God in the highest! 

All: And peace to every conflicted soul. 

One: Glory to God in the highest! 

All: And joy to every downcast spirit. 

One: Glory to God in the highest! 

All: And love to everyone. 

One: Let us sing praises to our God. 

All: Let us offer this light against the darkness. 

 

Opening Hymn No. 234  

       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                     John F. Wade 

 

       

 Lighting of The Christ Candle                 *see insert 

 
         

Scripture Reading              Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  OT 752 

              

Anthem  “In This Night We Hear Rejoicing”   harm. Luther Emerson    

 

Scripture Reading                Psalm 96  OT 659 

 

Hymn No. 219   “What Child Is This”          16th Cent. English melody  

 

 

 

 

Scripture                    Luke 2: 1-20                             NT 79   

                                 

        Leader:  This is the Word of God. 

                       For you, the people of God. 

        People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 Message                “The Angels Sing”            Rev. Joanna Paysour 

 

Hymn No. 240  “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”    Felix Mendelssohn 

 

Invitation to Table and Prayer of Confession 

Lord of Light and Hope, our minutes and hours have been 

swallowed up in preparation for this night and for the coming day. 

We have been so caught up in the preparations for gatherings and 

gifting that we have pushed aside the wonder of what you have 

done for all Creation. Forgive us when we so easily get entangled 

in our own plans and forget to pay attention to the true event. 

Help us to relax and listen, instead of rush and shout. May the 

songs of the angels, the surprise of the shepherds, and the joy of 

the Holy Family become part of our preparations and our lives. 

Open our ears, our eyes, our hearts and our spirits to again hear 

the old, old story, spoken by new voices in new ways. Remind us 

again of your never-changing love for us. Prepare us to serve you 

by serving others. This night we offer this prayer of our hearts to 

you, laying before you our hearts, trusting in your grace, meeting 

you and all God's children at the manger. 

 

(silent prayer) 

 

Words of Assurance: 

One: Do not be afraid! 

Hear the good news of great joy for all people: 

a savior has been born this night for you! 

 

Invitation to Offering  

God of the stars and the angels’ songs, as we gather this evening, 

all our attention is focused on a baby, lying in a makeshift bed in 

an “it-will-have-to-do” stable. It’s not lost on us that you sent your 

Son, our Savior, into the world among the poorest of the poor and 



told us: “This will be a sign to you.” As we present gifts to you, we 

pray that they might reach those in the greatest need, that they 

might lift those in the deepest despair, and that they might bring 

peace and compassion to those who find themselves amidst 

conflict. We pray this in the name of that Holy Child, Jesus the 

Christ, our Savior and Redeemer! Amen.  

 

Offertory:           “Silent Night “            arr. George Lynn 

 

*The Doxology No. 95* 

 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer       UMH pg.  9 

 

*Candlelight  Carol  239            “Silent Night”          Franz Gruber               

 

 Benediction 

 

*Postlude   “Once in Royal David’s City”    Henry John Gauntlett 

             

                   *Congregation please stand as you are able. 

 

 

                          Merry Christmas 

We wish you and your loved ones a Blessed 

Christmas.  May you experience God’s love in 

Jesus Christ afresh!  
 
                          The Ministry and Staff of Trinity UMC 

 

 

 

Ministry Team    

      Rev. Joanna Paysour 

      JoannaPaysour@vaumc.org 

 
              

 

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 8:30 - 12:30 

305 Mountain Avenue SW, Roanoke, VA 24016 

Church Telephone: 342-3501   Kids Soar Telephone: 342-3103 
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          Lighting the Christ Candle – The Rodgers Family 

 

  

 

Reader One: Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; 

Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that we might 

affirm our King Jesus.  

 

Reader Two: And so we come to light the Christ Candle. 

And we affirm our faith together.  

 

Reader Three: We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He 

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. He was 

the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. 

The same Jesus lives today in our hearts. He deserves our 

highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ, our 

hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is 

complete; and our peace is sealed. 

 

(Light all candles ) 

  

 

Reader Four: Rejoice, a Savior is born. A savior is born, 

indeed. Joy to the world! 

 

Let us all pray: Emmanuel as we gather this day around 

the warmth of your light remind us again of the gift of 

love. May we who follow Jesus be found kneeling at the 

stable because it is good news of great joy that you have 

come for us. May your light in our lives burn anew with 

Christmas hope this day and always. We pray in the 

name of Jesus, the peace of the world, Amen 

 

        

 

      Lighting the Christ Candle – The Rodgers Family 

 

  

 

Reader One: Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; 

Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that we might 

affirm our King Jesus.  

 

Reader Two: And so we come to light the Christ Candle. 

And we affirm our faith together.  

 

Reader Three: We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He 

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. He was 

the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. 

The same Jesus lives today in our hearts. He deserves our 

highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ, our 

hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is 

complete; and our peace is sealed. 

 

(Light all candles ) 

  

 

Reader Four: Rejoice, a Savior is born. A savior is born, 

indeed. Joy to the world! 

 

Let us all pray: Emmanuel as we gather this day around 

the warmth of your light remind us again of the gift of 

love. May we who follow Jesus be found kneeling at the 

stable because it is good news of great joy that you have 

come for us. May your light in our lives burn anew with 

Christmas hope this day and always. We pray in the 

name of Jesus, the peace of the world, Amen          


