
              THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

                                     4th Sunday of Advent 

  

December 18, 2022                                                        11:00 a.m. 

 

                          THE ORDER OF WORSHIP  
When the prelude begins, you may prepare yourself for worship through silent  

prayer and meditation.  "Be still and know that I am God." (Psalm 46:10) 
  

Prelude                “Away in a Manger”            arr. Wilbur Held                      

   

Greetings and Prayer Concerns 

 

*Call To Worship:   

One: On this bright morning full of love, we remember  

All: God’s gifts to us: 

One: The gift of a child, 

All: The gift of comfort, 

One: The gift of presence, 

All: And the gift of joy, salvation to the world. 

 

 

Opening Hymn No. 230  

        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                      Lewis H. Redner 

 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent             See insert*  
 

 

          

*Affirmation of Faith     “The Apostles’ Creed”           Hymnal # 881 

   

Scripture Reading              Psalm 98               OT 660           

                

Congregational Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Anthem        “Joseph Heard the Troubling News”   

                                        arr. Ernest C. MacMillian 

 

 

Scripture                  Matthew 1:18-25                 NT 2                                
 

        Leader:  This is the Word of God. 

                       For you, the people of God. 

        People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 Message               “Joy to the World”           Rev. Joanna Paysour 

     

Invitation to Offering  

 Holy God of hope and promise: when the children were in deep 

despair, you promised them a sign, the indication of a Savior coming 

into their midst. As we bring you our tithes and offerings this day, 

so many of us are discouraged, trying to find our way. We need your 

sign, we need your Son, not as simply a reminder of history but as a 

new direction, a revolution of love that starts in our hearts, a 

resurrection of compassion that looks beyond self and the 

accumulation of more and more things that don’t satisfy. We need 

what only a Savior can give us. Guide us by your signs on this day 

and as we begin the journey to Bethlehem once again. May our lives 

be part of the repeating work of your sounding joy. In the Savior’s 

name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory:    “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”    

                                                                      arr. Gordon Young 

*The Doxology No. 95* 

 

 

*Closing Hymn No.  246      “Joy to the World”     arr. Lowell Mason 

 

 Benediction 

 

*Postlude   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” arr. Gordon Young  

    

                   *Congregation please stand as you are able. 



 

Worship Workers:  

Acolyte:  Joseph Frith 

Ushers:  Jim Rodgers, Head Usher 

Gene Godwin, Carol Howell 

Liturgist:  LeRoy Worley   

 

.   

              Holiday Worship 

Sun. Dec. 18        11:00 a.m. Worship Service    

Sat. Dec. 24  2 p.m. In person Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Sun. Dec. 25  10 a.m. Online Worship with Greene Memorial 

Sun. Jan. 1  10 a.m. New Year’s Day- 

   Combined Worship at Greene Memorial 

 

 

   Christmas Eve  

We will have our Christmas Eve Worship service on Saturday, 

December 24, at 2pm, We will have Communion and carols.  Our 

Christmas Day worship will be held online, jointly with Greene 

Memorial UMC at 10 am.    

 

 

   Christmas Mission  

Trinity will collect non-perishable food items to donate to our local food 

bank from now until Christmas Eve. Your donations can be dropped off 

in the Sanctuary or church office until Christmas Eve.    

 

 

   Bible Study 

Our Bible Study will resume Sunday, January 8 at 3 pm.  Please make 

plans to attend. 

 

 

   
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 8:30 - 12:30 

305 Mountain Avenue SW, Roanoke, VA 24016   

 Church Telephone: 342-3501   Kids Soar Telephone: 342-3103 

 
 

December 18, 2022 
 

 

Ministry Team    

      Rev. Joanna Paysour 

      JoannaPaysour@vaumc.org 

 

    Kids Soar  

Candace Hess, Executive Director   

                    Donna Rodgers, Choir Director                  Robert Zimmerman, Organist 

   

Beverly Huggins, Administrative Assistant 

Timothy Corriher and Ronald Wright, Custodians 

 

                      Rev. Sharma Lewis                                  Rev. J. Douglas Forrester            

                   Bishop, VA Conference                                District Superintendent 

mailto:JoannaPaysour@vaumc.org


                    The Fourth Sunday of Advent     

   
Choir Hymn     “Light a Candle Bright and Tall”     Wood/Kocher 

 

Lighting the Candle of Love        The Hicks Family 

Reader One: Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, 

“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven” (Isaiah 7:11 NRSV). But when the king refused, God would 

not be stopped. “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall 

name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14 NRSV). 

 Reader Two: God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure 

ourselves. God wants us to experience God’s presence, even when we 

think we can handle life on our own. God sends us signs of God’s 

presence with us; all we need to do is keep our eyes open and look.  

Reader Three: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of 

proclaimed peace, of deep everlasting joy, and today of presence that 

speaks of love, as a sign that no matter our circumstance, we know we 

are not alone. Light the candles Let us pray- (All) God of love – 

Ferocious love, fierce love, unending love, everlasting love – We 

gather with gratitude for the ways your love has called us out of the 

bleakest and into your marvelous life. Stir up Your might and power, 

that we might see and know the wonders of your love. Amen 

(Light four candles on the Advent wreath.) 

Let us pray 

(All) God of love – Ferocious love, fierce love, unending love, 

everlasting love – We gather with gratitude for the ways your love 

has called us out of the bleakest and into your marvelous life. Stir 

up Your might and power, that we might see and know the 

wonders of your love. Amen. 

 

(over) 
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(over) 



 

 

 

Prayer Requests: Rev. Joanna Paysour and the 

ministry of the church, Rev. Bill and Sara Logan, 

Henry and Bobbie Trail, Rita Bishop,  and Alice 

Muzzy, Bob Schmucker’s mother-in-law, and wife, 

Denise, and Bob’s brother-in-law. Bob Zimmerman, 

Dot Goad. Brenda Horn and Christine Cappa. Aprille 

Morgan. All nurses, Lewis Crossgrove. Military 

families and the future of Trinity, prayers for peace 

in Ukraine situation, All those affected by inflation. 

David Brady who had a stroke. Justin Burnley-friend 

of the Hicks. Staff at Roanoke Memorial. Willie 

Marchese and Amy, Bible study plans. Carol and 

Eddie King. Andy Dillon. David Gautier, Rita 

Bishop. Gene Godwin who is recuperating at home 

following a hospital stay.  June Howell, Gloria 

Clingenpeel, Loretta and Delilah-mother and 

daughter was in a car wreck, Betty, Carol’s friend. 

Meme’s friends- Christine Harrison with spinal 

injury, and Walter George. 
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